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\“ In 1898 my great-grandparents

Cornelis Reint Simon Ritsema van
Eck (1877-1953) and Carolina
Augusta Bowles (1877-1945) were
married in Wageningen, NL®. Her
family had played an important role
in Wageningen since the day her
grandfather Robert Bowles (1813-
1880) moved there in 18412,
Research into his background leads

~us via London and British India to

Norwich.

In 1743 Joshua Bowles, a cordwainer
from Great Yarmouth3, and Sarah
Buck were married in Norwich*. They
had at least eight children, four of
whom survived to adulthood: Robert,
Henry Buck, Elizabeth Buck and Sara.
Joshua'’s father Robert was a horse
grenadier3. Joshua’s sons both
followed in the footsteps of their
grandfather and pursued a military
career.

Around 1765 Robert
(1744 - 1812) enlisted
in the army of the
British East India
Company (EIC)®.
Possibly he was the
lieutenant Bowles of the
first Bombay European
Regiment who was
taken prisoner in 1768
by Tippoo, the son of the
Sultan of Mysore, during
the first Anglo-Mysore
war®. A lieutenant-
colonel by the name of



Bowles was the commander of the 1st battalion of the 1st Bombay European
Regiment in 1788¢. And a Colonel Robert Bowles was commander of the EIC
troops in Kerala in 1795, involved in the transfer of the fortresses of the Dutch
VOC to the British’. In 1800 he held the rank of major-general and became
commander in chief of the EIC troops in Bombay?8. He returned to Europe in
18018. In London he became involved with his young housekeeper Elizabeth
Aldous®. She was married to one Henry Alden!9, a sawyer, but she lived with
Robert®. Robert regarded her daughter Eliza Isabella as his foster child!l. In May
1811 Henry Alden and Elizabeth obtained a divorce in Scotland® and in
December that year Robert and Elizabeth were married®. The marriage did not
last long: in September 1812 Robert died!?, aged 68. As one obituary said: “It is
but a just tribute due to the character of this officer to say, that he served the
East-India Company with honour and integrity for the space of thirty-five years.
He lived universally esteemed, and died deeply lamented, by all those who had

enjoyed the pleasure of his society.”12
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Henry Buck Bowles (1748-1797)
probably enlisted at the same time as
his brother or maybe some years
later. In 1778 he married Christiana
Thomson!3, a niece of James
Eidingtoun, a colonel in the EIC. The
marriage took place in Palamcotta, a
garrison town in the far south of India.
Henry was a captain in the cavalry of
the Nabob of Arcot, a local sovereign
in the vicinity of Madras and an ally of
the EIC. In 1780 the Nabob owed him
the sum of 1172 pagoda, 23 fanam
and 44 cash in outstanding pay, the
equivalent of 500 pounds. When the
Nabob’s debts were discussed in the
British parliament in 1813 this sum
had increased with interest to over
1200 pounds!“. Like his brother,
Henry Buck was taken prisoner by

Tippoo!3, maybe after the siege and conquest of Arcot in 1780, during the second
Anglo-Mysore warl5. During his captivity Christiana had a daughter that
unfortunately died before he was released at the end of the war!3. Two children
were to follow: Anne and Henry!3. In 1789 these children travelled to Europe
with Colonel Eidingtoun’s wife. There they grew up in the Eidingtouns’ house in
Gargunnock, county Stirling, in Central Scotland!3. Their father Henry Buck died

in March 1797 in Madras!®.

Young Henry (1788-1835) enlisted in the British army in 1804 and ultimately
became Captain of the 81st Regiment of Foot!3. This regiment, originally the Loyal
Lincoln Volunteers, was founded 1793 in reaction to the French Revolution.
From 1804 onwards, during the Napoleonic Wars, the regiment fought in a.o.

[taly, Spain and the Netherlands?’.



We know for sure that
Henry fought in the battle of
Corunna (La Coruia in
Spain) in 1809 and that his
uncle Robert was full of
praise about his nephew’s
conduct on this occasion3.
In 1815, after Napoleon’s
defeat, the 81st Regiment of
Foot was stationed in
Ireland?!’. There, in 1817 in
Tralee, Henry married
Elizabeth Bridget Stokes!8,
| i S daughter of Oliver Stokes,
The Battle of Corunna 4 magistrate for Kerry!®. Later
Henry became magistrate
for Kerry himself??. He died from fever in February 1834 at his home in Sackville
near Tralee?l.
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We return to Elizabeth, Robert’s widow after their short-lived marriage. The
circumstances of their marriage led to several court cases, which were ultimately
about the general’s considerable inheritance®. Her first husband, Henry Alden,
had come back to live with her shortly after Robert’s death®. Had her Scottish
divorce from Henry been legal and had her marriage with Robert therefore been
legitimate? Newspapers published juicy stories about the “lascivious old general”
who was “nearly 80 years of age” (in fact, he was 67), and the young couple who
conspired to get hold of his property “which was immense”?2. However, when
Elizabeth was tried for bigamy in the Old Bailey, she was acquitted?3. Then, in
June 1813, exactly nine months after Robert’s death, Elizabeth gave birth to a son
who was baptized “Robert Bowles, son of Robert Bowles and Elizabeth Alden”19.
Was the child really Robert’s son and legal heir? Or was Robert’s nephew Henry
Bowles the sole heir? The court case
about this lasted for over a decade,
during which Henry Bowles married,
Henry Alden and two of the will’s
three executors died, and Elizabeth
remarried twice: first to Samuel
Herbert, one of the executors®, and
later to James McBean, a lieutenant
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Brickworks ‘De Bovenste Polder’

At the time of his mother’s death,
young Robert was living in The
Netherlands. When or why he had
moved there is as yet unclear. At any
rate he was an inhabitant of
Rotterdam in 1832 as he was given a
lot number for military draft. His
number did not come up so he did not
have to serve?4. In 1834 he married
Elisabeth Petronella Wilhelmina
Konings, daughter of a Rotterdam
tobacco merchantl. In 1841 they
moved to Wageningen?. There Robert
bought the brickworks ‘Steenovens-
weert’, located on the river Rhine. In
1846 he started a second brickworks,
‘De Bovenste Polder’ with his Belgian

business partner Johannes Lans. A few years later the partnership split up: Lans
got ‘De Bovenste Polder’ and Robert would lead the brickworks at
Steenovensweert for the rest of his life?’. In 1851, Robert applied for Dutch
citizenship. There was some confusion about the name Alden on the baptism
record that a civil servant had received from an English colleague. In the end the
government let parliament know that it was not an impediment for
naturalization?. By law nr. 27 of March 4, 1852 Robert Bowles officially became

a Dutch citizen?8. As a large employer, he played a prominent role in Wageningen.
In 1876 he was elected to the Town Council?°. He died in 1880 in Wageningen!.
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R.P. Bowles and family, Batavia around 1875

His eldest son Robertus Petrus
(1835-1897) joined the infantry of
the Dutch East Indies Army. In 1866
he was decorated for his actions
during the expedition in the
Pasoemah lands, southwest
Sumatra3’. In 1870 he married
Cornelia Johanna Schéfer at the
Fortress Willem I near Ambarawa,
central Java3!l. Cornelia was the
daughter of Jan Schéfer, officer in the
Army corps of Engineers, and
Emaransia Purinama, an Ambonese
woman32, Robert climbed the ranks
to become lieutenant-colonel and
was stationed in Barabei, Borneo39.
When his wife Cornelia fell seriously
ill he applied for leave and took his
family to Europe. In 1882 Cornelia
died in the German spa town of
Wiesbaden32. Robert Petrus brought
his children back to live in



Wageningen. After the death of their father the brickworks had become the
property of his brother Johannes Stephanus. Now Robertus Petrus took over the
management?’. Largely financed by his brother, Robert also developed Bowles
Park, a residential project on the site of the former castle of Wageningen33. In
1897 he died in Wageningen!.
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Second surviving son Hubertus Henrikus (1842 - 1919) joined the Navy and rose
to the rank of lieutenant in the Dutch East Indies34. He married Maria Alicia
Francisca Henrica van Lil, daughter of the Flemish physician Petrus Josephus van
Lil35. She died in the Indies in 187732, Hubertus Henrikus was remarried to
Hubertina Magdalena Stuur32. In 1898 he was co-founder of the NV Groenewoud,
a company for the exploitation of building sites that developed a luxury
residential area in Nijmegen3°. In 1919 he died in Switzerland?’.

Youngest son
Johannes Stephanus
(1844-1929) was a
planter in the Dutch
Indies, as co-owner
and manager of the
sugar plantation and
sugar works
Kadhipaten3® near
Madjalengka,
western Java. He
married Susanna
Augustina Le Roux3?,
daughter of infantry
captain Carl Justien
A sugar factory in Java Le Roux. In 1885 he
sold his father’s

brickworks, that his brother Robertus Petrus had been managing, to Joan
Christiaan de Ridder?’. In 1886 Johannes Stephanus became chief administrator
of the Pamanoekan and Tjassem lands, a very large plantation concern in
western Java3®. He financed the development of the Bowles Park in Wageningen
by his brother Robertus Petrus33. In 1890 he divorced his wife32. After his
return from the Indies he settled in Brussels, BE. There he became chairman of
the Dutch Charitable Society, for which he was knighted in 190449, He was
remarried in 1913 to Maria Koller3>. He died in 1929 in Brussels?’.




Genealogy

1 Joshua Bowles, married Norwich (St. John Timberhill) September 19, 1743 to Sara
Buck®*.

Their children:

- Robert, follows 2.1.

- Elizabeth baptized Norwich (St. John Timberhill) September 28, 17464, presumably
died before July 21, 1751.

- Henry Buck, follows 2.2.

- Elizabeth Buck baptized Norwich (St. John Timberhill) July 21, 1751, married
Norwich December 18, 1770 to John Bolingbroke+.

- Sarah baptized in Norwich (St. John Timberhill) March 10 1754, married Norwich (St.
John’s, Maddermarket) November 9, 1783 to John Woodrow+.

- Charlotte baptized in Norwich (St. John Timberhill) February 29, 1756, buried
Norwich (St John Timberhill) April 13, 17564

- Joshua baptized Norwich (St John Timberhill) September 4, 17574, presumably died
before January 2, 1759

- Joshua baptized Norwich (St. John Timberhill) 2 January 1759, buried Norwich (St
John Timberhill) April 28, 17604.

2.1 Robert Bowles baptized Norwich (St John Timberhill), 23 September 17444, major-
general and commander-in-chief of the EIC Army in Bombay 1800-18018, died London
September 6, 1812, buried (St. George Bloomsbury) September 1210, married London
(0ld Church St. Pancras) December 17 1811 to Elizabeth Aldous19, baptized New
Buckenham, Norfolk January 31 1780, daughter of John Aldous and Elizabeth Parker?,
buried St. Leonards, Devon June 29 183324,

Their child (legitimacy contested in court?):

- Robert, follows 3.

Elizabeth had been married before Londen (St George Clerkenwell) May 18 1799 to
Henry Alden, sawyer!?, buried New Buckenham, Norfolk, February 10 1820¢%; this
marriage was ended in divorce by the Commissary Court of Scotland June 7th 1811°.
Child from this marriage: Eliza Isabella Bowles Herbert Alden, born London, January
19 180510, married London (0ld Church St Pancras) July 26, 1825 to George
Hopkinson19. Elizabeth was married later New Buckenham, Norfolk July 13, 1820 to
Samuel Herbert?, buried Southwark, Surrey (St. George the Martyr) February 9 182110,
and finally St Heliers (Jersey) October 4, 182641 to James McBean, lieutenant of the
18th Hussars, died near Mannheim, Germany, August 27, 183124,

2.2 Henry Buck Bowles, baptized Norwich (St. John Timberhill) October 2, 17484,
captain of the Nabob of Arcot’s Cavalry!3, died Madras March 24 179716, married
Palamcotta, India February 1778 to Christiana Thomson13.

Their children:

- a son, died immediately after birth?3.

- a daughter, presumably born in 1780 or 1781 and died before 178413,

- Anne, born in India between 1784 and 178813, died Boulogne-sur-Mer (France) July 8,
183542, married to James Wool13. 42

- Henry, baptized Arcot, India October 178813, captain of the 81st Regiment of Foot,
magistrate for Kerry?9, died Sackville House, Kerry February 183421, married in Tralee,
November 18, 1817 to Elizabeth Bridget Stokes, daughter of Oliver Stokes, magistrate
for Kerry, and Elizabeth Day18, died Lassinagh, near Tralee, May 1, 185743



3. Robert Bowles, born London June 7 181319, brick manufacturer2?, member of
Wageningen Council29, naturalized to Dutch nationality by law of March 4 185228, died
Wageningen March 10 18801, married Rotterdam January 27, 1834 to Elisabeth
Petronella Wilhelmina Konings?, baptized Rotterdam June 9, 180744, daughter of
Petrus Konings, tobacco merchant, en Clara Mensing, died Wageningen April 21 18791.
Their children:

- Robertus Petrus, follows 4.1.

- Eduard Matthias, born Rotterdam December 5 1836, died Baarle-Hertog, Belgium,
November 13 1846.1

- Maria Josephine, born Brummen February 26 18391, died The Hague June 20 191545,
married Wageningen August 30 1864 to Antonius Henricus Schoemaker, medical
doctor, born Borne March 1 1834, son of Johannes Bernardus Schoemaker en Aleida
Maria Mulder, died Almelo July 6 18851

- Hubertus Henricus, follows 4.2.

- Johannes Stephanus, follows 4.3.

- Carolina Maria, born Wageningen March 23 18481, died The Hague January 12 193245,
married Wageningen, February 26 1889 to August Joseph Robert Jacobus Barge, wine
merchant?!, born Amsterdam March 30 1849, son of James Barge and Maria Elisabeth
Moormann46, died The Hague January 14 192245,

- Elisabeth Clara, born Wageningen December 4 18491, died The Hague October 8
192445,

4.1 Robertus Petrus Bowles, born Rotterdam January 21 18351, lieutenant-colonel of
the Dutch East Indies Infantry30, died Wageningen June 19 18971, married 1) Ambarawa,
Dutch East Indies August 29 1870 to Cornelia Johanna Schifer3?, born Ambarawa,
Dutch East Indies October 1 185332, died Wiesbaden, Germany December 9 1882,
daughter of Jan Schafer, lieutenant-colonel of the Corps Engineers in the Dutch East
Indies Army, and Emaransia Purinama, an Ambonese woman3z; married 2) Nijmegen
January 26 1888 to Christina Querina Maria Susanna Elisabeth Rijser, born Druten,
December 11 1837, died Nijmegen June 6 1921, daughter of Adriaan Rijser and
Catharina Johanna Christina van Riemsdijk1.

Children from the first marriage:

- Betsy Cornelia, born Ambarawa, Dutch East Indies, May 13 1871, died Soebang, Dutch
East Indies December 4 189131, married Soebang, Dutch East Indies September 14 1891
to Edouard Gustave Adolphe Halewijn, coffee planter3?, born Gorontalo, Dutch East
Indies August 16 1865, son of Ernst August Halewijn and Eleonora Ferdinanda
Linnenschmidt van Loffelt31, died Knocke-le Zoute, Belgium, June 28 192447,

- Jan Robert, born Barabei, Dutch East Indies, February 5 187331, died Heerenveen
December 24 19621, married Nijmegen June 27 1905 to Johanna Rudolphine Christine
van de Pol?, born Wageningen, October 16 18821, died Heerenveen June 21 19661,
daughter of Jacob Jan van de Pol, brick manufacturer, and Elisabeth de Ridder.

- Cornelly Henriétte Eleonore, born Barabei, Dutch East Indies, August 25 187431,
married Brussels, Belgium October 23 1912 to Gustave Louis Jean Mans, born
Borgerhout, Belgium, March 12 1878, son of Jean Henri Mans and Marie Césarine
Gallamaert3s,

- Carolina Augusta, born Batavia, Dutch East Indies, January 21 187731, died
Heerenveen April 12 1945?, married Wageningen August 4 18981 to Cornelis Reint
Simon Ritsema van Eck, born Batavia, Dutch East Indies, June 15 187731, inspector of
the Forestry Service of Java and Madoera, son of Cornelis Ritsema van Eck en Anna
Dorothea Maria Bok, died Schiedam 26 June 19531

4.2 Hubertus Henricus Bowles, born Wageningen April 14 18421, died Clarens,
Switzerland, October 17 191737, captain in the Dutch East Indies Navy, married 1)
Mechelen, Belgium, November 11 1871 to Maria Alicia Francisca Henrica van Lil,



born Bruges, Belgium January 3 185335, died Pegandon, Dutch East Indies, December 3
187731, daughter of Petrus Josephus van Lil en Margareta Maria Groote; married 2)
Soemedang, Dutch East Indies, March 6 1879 to Hubertina Magdalena Stuur3?, born
[Jsselmuiden October 9 1846, daughter of Tjakko Stuur en Antje Houtman?.

Children from the first marriage:

- George, born Wageningen, October 20 18721

- Marie Marguerite born Madjalengka, Dutch East Indies, September 18 187531,

Child from the second marriage:

- Hubertina, born Madjalengka, Dutch East Indies, October 28 187931, married
Nijmegen, September 28 1898 to Willem Jentink, born Breda February 7 1875,
lieutenant-colonel of the Dutch East Indies Infantry, son of Andries Jentink and Marie
Charlotte Henriétte Beeckman!.

4.3 Johannes Stephanus Bowles, born Wageningen October 19 18441, died Brussels,
Belgium, 18 March 192937, sugar planter, Knight in the Order of Oranje Nassau4?,
married 1) Pasoeroean, Dutch East Indies, March 6 1873 to Susanna Augustina le Roux,
born Kediri, Dutch East Indies, March 27 185331, died The Hague April 10 190845,
daughter of Carel Justien le Roux, captain in the Dutch East Indies Infantry, and
Catharina Henriétta Kuijp. This marriage was ended in divorce Krawang, Dutch East
Indies, June 23 18903%; married 2) Brussels, Belgium, May 27 1913 to Maria Koller,
born Schaerbeek, Belgium June 22 186835,

Children from the first marriage:

- Cornelie Marie, born Madjalengka, Dutch East Indies, June 9 187231, married Brussels,
Belgium July 18 1911 to Antonin Koller, born Schaerbeek, Belgium August 8 1867, son
of Guillaume Antoine Koller en Henriétte Roos35.

- Johannes Stephanus, born Madjalengka, Dutch East Indies July 21 187431, died Java,
1944 or 194537, accountant, married bij proxy Nijmegen / Garoet, Dutch East Indies, July
26 1899 to Stephanie Johanna Henckel, born Salatiga, Dutch East Indies, February 9
187631, died Java, 1944 or 194537, daughter of Karel Bernhard Henckel (planter) and
Henriétte Gertruide Marie Boers. Child from this marriage: Johannes Stephanus,
born Garoet, Dutch East Indies, June 23 190031, died Java, 1944 or 194537.

- Robert Karel, born Madjalengka, Dutch East Indies, October 15 1875, died Pasoeroean,
Dutch East Indies, April 12 191931, civil servant in the Dutch East Indies and poet under
the name Bob Bowles, married Ede September 30 1910 to Aaltje Beek, born Lunteren
May 26 1892, daughter of Gijsbert Beek (pubkeeper) and Maria Veldhuizen!. Child
from this marriage: Robert Karel, born Bandoeng, Dutch East Indies, December 9
191331,

- Justiaan, born Madjalengka, Dutch East Indies, July 19 1877, died Cheribon, Dutch East
Indies, October 26 1877.31

- Willem Petrus born Madjalengka, Dutch East Indies, March 18 1881.31
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